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Then, Now, Going: A Message from the Co-Founder

Dear Friends,

We are pleased to present you with our Annual Report for the 2013-2014 school year, which 
provides information about this year’s milestones and accomplishments. This has been a 
culminating year for our school. Since we began there have been dedicated individuals who 
advocated and supported us along the way. Our accomplishments have been made possible 
by the names you will read in these pages. Many have been on this journey with us for a long 
time; some are just beginning. No matter the year, our annual report will show you how we 
are redefining education together. 

This year has been one of tremendous growth for us. What started nine years ago as a 
neighborhood school to serve dedicated families committed to the city has reached a new 
and exciting phase. The 2013-2014 school year saw steady enrollment, as well as a growing 
staff and Board. In June 2014, we received accreditation by the Missouri Nonpublic School 
Accrediting Association (MNSAA). Our supporters have grown to include benefactors like 
Emerson and Dana Brown Charitable Trust. We are a school that is collaborating with Webster 
University and Boeing and having an impact beyond our neighborhood. This progress has 
validated our model and our courageous spirit, and throughout it all we have remained 
committed to our values - child-centered learning, community, innovation and diversity.

Of course, it is our families and our staff that make The Soulard School what it is. As 
one parent put it, “Nobody empowers children like The Soulard School.” Our students 
are successful because of our dedicated teachers, our supportive community of 
partners and benefactors, and most importantly our incredible families. We are so 
thankful for our active Parent Association and deeply invested parent volunteers who 
contributed more than 4,000 volunteer hours to the school. Every day, I am inspired by 
the verve and leadership of our community. Where school improvement and systems-
level change seem daunting, we are here as a profound example of what is possible in 
education today.

We look forward to another year of growth and transformation, and hope that you 
will continue to join us on this journey. We can’t wait to see what awaits us 
where we are going.

Thank you,

Sarah Christman

Executive Director, 
Co-Founder

2013–2014: A Year in Review
The Soulard School achieved accreditation through Missouri 
Nonpublic School Accrediting Association (MNSAA).

ACCREDITATION

The Soulard School Class of 2014 graduated to a variety of middle 
schools: Crossroads College Prep, St. Cecilia School & Academy, 
Grand Center Arts Academy and McKinley Jr. Classical Academy.

GRADUATES

In partnership with Webster University, Buddy Circles program 
presented at the Association for Positive Behavior Support 
(APBS) annual conference in Chicago.

MODEL OF BEST 
PRACTICE

The Soulard School launched its three-year major gift initiative 
as part of capacity building and sustainability efforts.

REDEFINING 
EDUCATION 
TOGETHER 

Three new full-time positions added to the Administration team: 
Principal, Assistant Principal, and Development Director.

CAPACITY 
BUILDING

Funding secured to complete the STEAM Lab 
Renovation Project.

STEAM LAB

The Soulard School reflects the rich diversity of its neighborhood 
and surrounding communities. In the 2013-2014 school year:

• 68% Families qualified for our Equitable Tuition Program

• 30% Students qualified for free or reduced lunch

• 93% Students lived in underperforming districts

• 31% Families lived in the Soulard neighborhood zip code

• Soulard School families came from 12 different zip codes

Who 
We Are

Where We 
Come From

SAVE THE DATE

2014
November 1
Clovers & Stars: An 
Irish Music and Dance 
Festival

November 3
Annual Fund Kick-Off

November 22–23
Annual Book Fair at 
Left Bank Books

2015
February 7
Trivia Night at 
Mad Art Gallery

April 22
Teaching Peace 
Parade

105 Students
(Nursery - 6th)

2 0 13 – 2 0 1 4

8 Staff
18 Faculty

75 Families

2 0 1 4 – 2 0 1 5

125 Students
(Nursery - 5th)

8 Staff
18 Faculty

96 Families
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Program Accomplishments

Message from the Principal
It is with a true sense of joy and pride that we publish this year’s Annual Report, having just earned our 
accreditation from Missouri Nonpublic School Accrediting Association (MNSAA). This milestone symbolizes 
our commitment to our mission “to build a warm, welcoming learning environment that serves as an example 
of the profound and real possibilities of a community dedicated to educating its children,” and we have 
much to be proud of and appreciate within our school community.

Accreditation validates our good work here at The Soulard School - MNSAA provides assurances that 
its member schools have met high standards and consistent measures. Over 250 schools statewide have 
successfully achieved MNSAA accreditation, and we are proud to be a part of this community of excellence. 
Accreditation supports our amazing teachers, encourages enrollment growth, and opens doors for our 
graduates as they head on to middle school. It also helped us to develop important strategic goals that will 
further strengthen our school, and we look forward to accomplishing them over the next five years.

Looking back over the 2013-2014 school year, I am reminded of the tremendous value of experience and 
curiosity in learning. Our students discover the joys of learning through the rich experiences and enthusiasm 
our teachers provide, and they learn by doing. Our Enigma (first grade) class’s postal system study connected 
classrooms through correspondence. They were able to see the world with Flat Stanley, and brought the post 
office to life with Metro Theater Company. Soulard School traditions like the Thrive camping trip continue to 
give students the opportunity to connect with the natural world as explorers and scientists. And our annual 
STEAMFest reminded us of the possibilities to tinker, experiment and build that will come with the opening 
of our STEAM Lab in the 2014-2015 school year.

Finally, it is with a mix of joy and sadness that we said goodbye to our beloved Culinary Arts & Nutrition 
teacher and founder of our Culinary Arts Program, Mary Waskow. Her expertise and passion for cooking 
with our students made for some wonderful lunches, and this program is one of the truest examples of the 
creative and experiential learning that takes place here. We are so grateful for all that she brought to The 
Soulard School, and wish her and her family well on their new adventures. We will miss you.

Thank you to all of our families and teachers for your dedication and efforts. It is inspiring to be part of such a 
wonderful community. I look forward to another year of learning, as our children, our community, our school 
continues to grow.

Kerri Fair

Principal

THE IMPACT OF EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Buddy Circles – Supporting a Culture of Individualized Respect
One of several built-in social-emotional programs, Buddy Circles offer peer mentoring for Soulard School students, 
including transfer students and other students experiencing social struggles. By modeling supportive language and 
empowering members to design and implement strategies to support the student of focus, students feel comfortable 
self-advocating, self-regulating, and have opportunities to see how these skills not only benefit themselves but others.

In March 2014, the Buddy Circles program was presented at the Association for Positive Behavior Support (APBS) 
annual conference in Chicago. In partnership with Webster University, the presentation showcased the program and 
WU’s research on its impact on Soulard School students.

STEAM Lab – Full STEAM Ahead!
In August 2013, our STEAM Lab Campaign wrapped 
up with a grant award from an anonymous foundation 
donor who believes in the school’s mission and 
supports our work. This seed money made possible 
the completion of the STEAM Lab Renovation Project, 
with final renovations and lab build-out taking place 
throughout the 2013-2014 school year. The lab opens 
for the 2014-2015 school year, and we are very excited 
to have Soulard School classroom teacher Courtney 
Keefe as the new STEAM Lab teacher.

The STEAM Lab highlights and continues to invest 
in The Soulard School’s integrated curriculum and 
project-based learning approach. Courtney will 
be working with the administration and teachers 
to develop hands-on, collaborative lessons that 
integrate technology and offer experiential learning 
opportunities that get students thinking, making, 
playing and creating.

Metro Theater Partnership – Engaged 
Learning Through Arts Integration

“…[T]he arts are a powerful tool to reach all learners, 
and theater experiences have the power to create 
community and promote dialogue.” 
– Metro Theater Company

What do the post office and theater have to do with 
each other? How do you connect mail sorting machines 
to movement? In April-May 2014, our Enigma (first 
grade) classroom had the opportunity to explore 
these questions with resident artists from Metro 
Theater Company.* Going beyond a theater project, 
their teaching strategy merged arts standards with 
classroom studies to build connections and provide 
engaging context. So while students were writing 
letter monologues, creating a school-wide mail system, 
and learning how “snail mail” is sorted and distributed 
across the globe, they were also getting up, moving 
around and having fun.

*Each year, this partnership is made possible with 
support from Missouri Arts Council.
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Letter from Jim Holloran, Board Chair
This is truly an exciting and amazing time for The Soulard School. We are so proud of 
all that has been accomplished. From increases in enrollment to securing accreditation, 
from increased fund development to partnerships with leading educational institutions, 
this school has momentum and a real vitality backed up by a proven track record 
of results.

I am honored to serve as Board Chair, continuing leadership that supports the school’s 
success and is a tribute to the belief in the importance of our mission. Personally, I am 
humbled to lead the incredibly talented and dedicated people who serve on this Board, 
and I want to send particular appreciation to our past Board Chair Nathan Beckett, 
whose family we said goodbye to in June and who will be dearly missed. We are grateful 
for his dedication and passion for the school, and wish him and his family well.

We remain steadfast and wholehearted in our commitment to provide The Soulard 
School’s unique and effective educational model to every child. We are able to do 
this because of the support of our donors and parents. One half of our budget comes 
from fundraising so that together we can ensure quality education to a community that 
reflects the authentic diversity of our neighborhood and city. Diversity - cultural, racial 
and economic - is good for everyone, and as a result of the diversity we experience 
at The Soulard School, we have outstanding results. Our kids are performing well 
academically, and they understand how to work well with each other to solve problems, 
create solutions, and lead.

We could not have made these great strides alone. We count on you for your support, 
encouragement and partnership, and we look forward with confidence toward a bright 
future for the school.

2014-2015 
Board Members
Jim Holloran, 
Board Chair

Sarah Christman, 
Executive Director, Co-Founder

Anne Coggan Johnston

James DeLong

Jennifer Harpring, MSW, MAPS

Dr. Theresa Mayberry-Pruitt

Basiyr Rodney, Ed.D.

Thank you to the following 
whose board term ended on 
June 1, 2014. We appreciate his 
service: Nathan Beckett.

HOW YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Built on a philosophy of inclusion, The Soulard School 
maintains a commitment to socioeconomic diversity. 
The Equitable Tuition Program is a sliding-scale model* 
that enables all Soulard School families to educate their 
children as equal members of an economically, racially 
and culturally diverse community.

Because tuition covers only half of the school’s 
operating expenses, meeting the budget each year 
depends on a combination of funding streams. 
These include gifts to the Annual Fund, income 
from fundraising events, corporate and foundation 
contributions, and generous benefactors who support 
The Soulard School’s vision of socioeconomic diversity.

The Soulard School would not be here today without 
the continued generosity and support of dedicated 
parents, grandparents, alumni families, and friends in 
the community. Thank you to all of those who made a 
gift, and/or attended, contributed, or volunteered at 
a fundraising event during the 2013-2014 school year. 
Your support allows The Soulard School to continue to 
offer unique educational experiences that encourage 
students to be inspired learners and good, productive 
citizens in the community. Thank you.

Total Contribution Income*
Individual Donors $180,255

Corporate & Foundation Donors $152,918

Fundraising Events $121,431

Government Grants $1,860

Total Raised $456,464

*for school year ending July 31, 2014

Expenses

Income

82% Salaries & benefits

11% Operations

4% Fundraising

3% Other education 
programming

50% Tuition & fees

50% Community 
donations

*We acknowledge and are grateful to Manhattan Country School, which developed the sliding-scale model and has successfully implemented it since 1972.

Revenue

2013-2014 Contributors
FOUNDING DONORS
Anonymous (2)
Joan & Lance Callis
Dr. William Danforth
Gray, Ritter & Graham, P.C.
James P. Holloran
Orville Middendorf
Andrew O’Brien
The Saigh Foundation
Today and Tomorrow 

Education Foundation
The Joan and John Vatterott 

Family Foundation

MAJOR DONORS
$5,000 - $25,000
Anonymous
Michael Barr, Sysco St. Louis
Dana Brown Charitable Trust
Deaconess Foundation
Lucie & David Dempsey
James Dowd
Laura & Norman Eaker
Emerson Charitable Trust
E. Reuben & Gladys Flora Grant 

Charitable Trust, Eric Tremayne 
and Commerce Bank, Trustees

John D. McGurk’s
The Soulard School 

Parent Association

LEADERSHIP DONOR
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
Robert Blitz
The Bock Family
Lynne Christman
Sarah Christman & Paul Nordmann
Commercial Bank
Maggie & Mike Gallagher
August “Rusty” Hager, 

Hager Companies
Mike Harris, 

E.M. Harris Construction
Lohr Distributing
Gayle & J. Barry Mannion
Jerry Martin, UBS Financial
Sue McCollum
Donald McNutt, 

Midwest Petroleum
Stephen Meyerkord, 

Meyerkord & Meyerkord
Missouri Arts Council
Missouri Foundation for Health
Fran & Bill Nordmann
Robert O’Loughlin, LHM
Maureen Ottley
Bella Sanevich & Brad Fogel
Thomas Sullivan, 

Northwestern Mutual
Ken Vuylsteke
Ed & Joan Wahl Charitable 

Fund of the Greater Saint Louis 
Community Foundation

PATRON DONOR
$500 - $999
Anonymous (2)
Ron Arcese & Lynn Quirin, Missouri 

General Insurance Agency
Kathy & John Anderson

Maggie & Mike Gallagher
Greater St. Louis Community 

Foundation, giveSTLday
Patricia & Joe Holloran
Mardi Gras, Inc.
Nancy Grove & Joseph Tiernan
Play It Forward, John V. Rudebeck 

Foundation
Erin Quick & Heath Harris
John Schicker, McMahon Ford
William Schicker
Schnuck’s
Soulard Restoration Group
Scott Spasnick
Joan & John Vatterott

BENEFACTOR DONOR
$250 - $499
Rebecca & Mark Andrews
Vinka & Ivan Dizdar
Carla & Jay Gibbs
Heather & Todd Hageman
Kathryn Heitzenroeder
Beth & Rob Hyser
Diane & Bill Keaggy
Annie & Mike Killeen
Brook & Matthew Lynch
Virginia McCook
Robert McCulloch
Valencia Miller & Michael Harrold
Kristin & Marcus Moomey
Linda Powers & Steven Groves
John Quick
Brandy & Josh Ray
Steven Smith, The Royale
Barbara Spelman
Lucie & Steve Springmeyer
Stifel
Brenda Switzer, DDS, 

Soulard Family Dentistry
Eleanor & Brad White

CONTRIBUTOR DONOR
$100 - $249
Mary Sue Albanese
Ancient Order of Hibernians
Anonymous (4)
William Bandy
Emily & Nathan Beckett
Lisa Berman & Alex Carter
Haley & Jason Biehl
Jennifer Boyd & Joseph Canda
Anne Brown
Morgan Cameron & Joe Jackson
Kate & Martin Casas
Katinka Vigh-Conrad & 

Don Conrad
Sierra Cortazzo & Eric Nemens
Pamela & Aaron Daugherty
Amy DeLaHunt
Eileen DiGerolamo
Dave Dolan
Maia Dorsett & Justin Fay
Joan & Patrick Duggan
Andrea Dunn & Devin Johnston
William Eichkorn
Henry Elbert
Georgia & Patrick Farris
Gail Fisher

Stephanie Cordle Frankel & 
Todd Frankel

Theresa & Al Fuchs
Pam Garvey
Karen Gitto-Vangel & 

James Vangel
Mary & David Hans
Janice & Bruce Hattig
Mark & Mary Sue Helfers
Beth & Rob Hyser
Laura & Jeff Jacobson
Heather Johnson
JS Express
Zina & Andy Keeler
Carrie & Timothy Kinealy
Erin & Matt King
Patsy King & Steve Sherman
Christine & Ed Knoll
JJ Lane & David Woldow
Thomas Lang
Lindell Bank
Mary & Jim Martin
Heather McCorkle & Adam Maness
Vicki & Jay Morris
Catherine & Mark Neill
Joseph Neill
Martha O’Grady
Mildred Paden
Matt Ramsbottom
Barbara & Michael Richter
Catherine Schlick
Kelly & Joe Schober
Mary Jo Sullivan
Target
Robert Vatterott
Kelly von Plonski & Brad Lewis
Mary & Brent Waskow
Mary & Richard Wechtenhiser
James Dailey Wahl
Cathy Weldon, The Porch
Thomas Whalen
Karen & Carl Winters
Laura Leyes Woods & Eric Woods

FRIEND DONOR
UP TO $99
Dr. Sandra P. Adams
Michael Bassa
Andi & Jay Binder
Courtney Brown
Shawna Climer & Joseph Ploch
Amy & Ian Corey
James Crews
Jennifer Ditto
Kerri & Clayton Fair
Esmeralda Felix & Josh Hundley
Shelley Flynn-Harding & 

James Harding
Sarah Folkemer & Justin Coleman
Amy Frankel & Martin Gallagher
Ina Mae & Hershel Frankel
Megan & Patrick Gleason
Jeffrey Gonder
Lee & Danny Hahn
Heather Husek
Holly & Jamar Kennedy
Rachel Kryah & David Burmeister
Polly & Matt LaMartina

Margaret Laury
Vicki & Matt Leonard
Tonya & Tony Marin
Sharon & Larry McCarthy
Shannon & Colin McGrath
Dorrie & Robert Meyer
Mary Pat & Dan O’Neill
Dawn Pulsipher
Kristi Reich & JK Thiel
Janet & Stephen Rhoads
Kathleen & Stephen Schroeder
Jenna & Jason Siebert
Loretta & James Sheerin
Cara Spencer
Keith Spoeneman
Lindsey Spurling & Joshua Wright
Jaimee Stang
Emma Stanley
Michelle Steele
Nancy & Addison Thomas
Kim & Steven Van Buren
Paige & James Waskow
Gwen & Neall West
Shannon & Ryan Williams

GRANDPARENT 
SCHOLARS CLUB
$500 - $1000
Andrea & Scott Baldwin
Elizabeth Ballard & John Murray
Jan & Wilson Beckett
Louise & Paul Cameron
Joan & Al Durbin
Ann & Jim Garvey
Martha & William Gavin
Virginia & Earl Heitzenroeder
Jim Holloran
Anne Coggan Johnston
Sarapage McCorkle

GRANDPARENT DONOR
UP TO $499
Rosemary & Billy Charles
Becky & Mike Collins
Sharlee & John Climer
Lois & Tom Coder
Patty & Michael Conner
Barbara & Don Conrad
Carol & Ed Costigan
Helen & Jeff Fisher
Rick Folkemer
Laurie Frankel
Susan & Marc Hyser
Joan & Bill Keaggy
Debi & John King
Vicki & Greg Leyes
Vesta Martin
Dana & Ken Moomey
Rina & Tony Panzeri
June & Gerry Rhoads
Donna & Ken Rudd
Nancy Rutherford
Pat & Michael Sanders
Joyce & Jim Waskow
Carolyn White
Nancy & Norman Woldow

THANK YOU!
The Contributors section in our Annual Report recognizes donors for gifts made from August 1, 2013 to July 31, 2014. Every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of this report. We apologize for any inadvertent errors or omissions. To advise of any changes, or if you have any 
questions, please contact: Erin Quick, Development Director at (314) 865-2799 or e-mail erin.quick@soulardschoolschool.org.

Special Thanks to Paul Nordmann for the photography.6 7



GIFTS-IN-KIND
4 Hands Brewery
American Standard
Ann Luciani
Art Farm
Atomic Cowboy
Barbara Spelman
Be Lovely Photography
Benton Park Cafe 

& Coffee Bar
Beth & Rob Hyser
Betterlife Cleaning Products
Bend Yoga Center
Big Muddy Dance Company
Bill & Diane Keaggy
Bill Christman
Black Bear Bakery
Blood and Sand
Blues City Deli
BWorks
Camp Soulard
Cardinals Baseball
Celia
Circus Flora
City Museum
Civil Life

Clara Moore
Classroom Friendly Supplies
Climb So Ill
Cone Craft
Courtney Keefe
Crown Candy Kitchen
Dan Zettwoch
Dead Wax Records
Debi King
Dressell’s
Edle & Mertz
Emily Bryan
Endangered Wolf Center
Epic Pizza
Erin Quick & Heath Harris
Fable & Lore Jewelry
Firecracker Press
First Bank
Fortune Teller Bar
Frontyard Features
Gateway Arch & Riverboats
Gringo
Haley Biehl
Handlebar
I Scream Cakes
Indigo Massage

Iron Age Studio
Jackson Piano
John D. McGurk’s
Kangaroo Kids
Kathryn & Jenna Conner
Kathryn Heitzenroeder
Kismet Design
Kitchen Kulture
Kitcheneez
Kristin & Marcus Moomey
La Belle Histoire
Lee Hahn
Left Bank Books
Lisa Berman
Magic House
Mango
Mardi Gras Inc
Matt King
Medusa’a Salon
Mercury Labs
Metro Theater Company
Midwest Pasta
Mississippi Mud 

Coffee Roasters
Mokabe’s Coffeehouse
Moolah Theater
Nea Construction
Paige Rudd
Painter Plus
Paul Nordmann Photography
Peg Fetter
Pest Shield
Pi Pizzeria
Pin-Up Bowl
Plowsharing Crafts
Retro 101
RIO Syrup Company
Robller Vineyard
Rosanne Toroian

Salon St. Louis
Salono Milano
Sarah Christman 

& Paul Nordmann
Sarah Kate Buckles
Scarlet Garnett Jewelry
Schlafly
Sheri Mancuso
Smalls Tea
South Broadway Art Project
Southtown Yoga
St. Louis Art Museum
St. Louis Bread Company
St. Louis Symphony
Stanley Cigar Bar
STL Cinemas
Strange Donuts
Subterranean Books
Sweetart
The Cakery Bakery
The Focal Point
The Lemp Mansion
The Mud House
The Muny
The Porch
The Royale
The Shaved Duck
The Sweet Divine
Theresa Mayberry 

& Walter Pruitt
Tony LaMartina 

Plumbing Company, Inc.
Tower Grove Creamery
Trader Bob’s Tattoo
Tree House
The Soulard School 

Staff Wine Group
Vicki & Jay Morris
Zenoobi

TRIBUTES
In Memory of 
Ted Christman

Karen Gitto-Vangel 
& James Vangel

Nancy Grove 
& Joseph Tiernan

 
In Honor of James P. 
Holloran’s Birthday

Mary Sue Albanese

Patricia & Joe Holloran

 
In Honor of 
Anne Coggan Johnston

Dr. Sandra P. Adams

Gail Fisher

Mildred Paden

 
In Honor of Henry Lewis

Rosemary & Billy Charles

 
In Honor of 
Frederick Buckles

Kathleen 
& Stephen Schroeder

Nancy & Addison Thomas

4,000+
volunteer hours contributed by 
families, friends and businesses

$60,000+
Creative Resources – in-kind 
contributions by families, friends 
and businesses*
*added value above & beyond our operating budget

VOLUNTEERISM AND IN-KIND GIVING
One of the most important ways that families and friends help 
to support The Soulard School is through volunteer hours and 
in-kind giving. To those of you who served on committees, 
prepared food for an event, worked in the kitchen, library 
or classrooms, or contributed an item, service or time, we 
thank you. The generosity, creativity, passion and community 
spirit you bring is profoundly appreciated, and our success is 
directly attributable to wonderful friends like you.

THANK YOU to all who supported the STEAM Lab Renovation Project: Anonymous (3) • Emily & Nathan Beckett • The Bock Family
Louise & Paul Cameron • Sarah Christman • Dr. William Danforth • Barbara Feil • Goldstein Family Foundation • Infuz 
Anne Coggan Johnston • Justin Lanier • Mercury Labs • Macy Mehrle • Kristin & Marcus Moomey • Erin Quick & Heath Harris
Soulard Community Housing Corporation • Norman J Stupp Foundation, Commerce Bank Trustee • Danielle Taylor • Judith Vaupel

COMMUNIT Y 
PARTNERSHIPS

AMERICAN EAGLE CREDIT UNION, BWORKS, FOREST PARK STREAM TEAM, GENE SLAY’S 

BOY’S CLUB, LEFT BANK BOOKS, LITZSINGER ROAD ECOLOGY CENTER, MAD ART GALLERY, 

JOHN D. MCGURK’S, METRO THEATER COMPANY, MYSCI, WEBSTER UNIVERSITY

3 1 4 - 8 6 5 - 2 7 9 9   •   111 0  V I C T O R   •   S A I N T  L O U I S ,  M O  6 3 1 0 4   •   S O U L A R D S C H O O L . O R G


